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Loyola Marymount University, Department of Political Science, 1 LMU Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90045

Academic Position


Assistant Professor, Loyola Marymount University, Department of Political Science (2008-  )

Education

Ph.D. Political Science, University of California, Davis. June 2008. 

M.A. International Relations, San Francisco State University, 2001. 



Study Abroad, European Studies, University of Amsterdam, 1998.

B.A. International Relations and German, University of California, Davis, 1995.

Refereed Publications

“Torture in the Public Mind.” International Studies Perspectives, forthcoming. (with Miroslav Nincic)

“Convention Against Torture and Why States Comply.” Human Rights Review, forthcoming. (with Dana Zartner)

“Ideological Structure and Foreign Policy Preferences.” Journal of Political Ideologies vol. 15 no.2 (2010): 119-141. (with Miroslav Nincic)

“Joining and Leaving the Rally: Understanding the Surge and Decline in Presidential Approval Following 9/11.” Public Opinion Quarterly vol. 72, no.4 (2008): 619-650. (with Cindy Kam)
“Crisis, Charisma and Consequences: Evidence from the 2004 US Presidential Election.” Journal of Politics vol. 69 no.1 (2007): 30-42. (with Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister)
Other Publications

Authoritarian Attitudes under Crisis Conditions.” In Michael A. Hogg and Danielle L. Blaylock, eds. Extremism and the Psychology of Uncertainty. Boston: Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming. (with Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister)

“Engage Abroad, Protect at Home.” in Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister’s Democracy at Risk? How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009. (with Travis Coan, Jennifer Merolla, and Elizabeth Zechmeister)
“Old Theories for ‘New’ Problems: Military Intervention and Cognitive Dissonance,” in Amy Eckert and Laura Sjoberg, eds., Rethinking the 21st Century: ‘Old Solutions to ‘New’ Problems. London: Zed Books, 2009.

Review of The Purpose of Intervention by Martha Finnemore, in Journal of Strategic Studies vol. 29 no. 5 (2006): 940-942.
Research and Teaching Interests
International Norms; International Organizations; International Relations Theory; Human Rights; European Union Politics; Political Psychology; Media and Foreign Policy

Selected Grants and Awards


LMU Faith and Justice Curriculum Grant, Summer 2010.

LMU Assessment Grant, Summer 2009.
Donald Rothchild Memorial Research Grant, 2007.
University of California Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation Dissertation Fellowship, 2007-2008.
 UC Davis Faculty-Student Collaboration Research Grant, 2006.

Institute of Governmental Affairs Dissertation Improvement Award, 2006.

UC Washington Center Graduate Fellowship, Washington, DC, 2005-2006. 

Marvin Zetterbaum Award, UC Davis Graduate Teaching Award, 2005. 

Institute of Governmental Affairs Faculty Seed Grant, Summer 2004 (Co-Principal Investigator with Elizabeth Zechmeister).

Political Science Department Summer Research Award, 2004.

Political Science Department Fellowship, Fall 2002.

US Fulbright Teaching Assistantship, Austria, 1995-96.

Workshops/Training Institutes

Center for History, Society, and Culture, UC Davis, Sonoma, May 2007. 

Journeys in World Politics, University of Iowa, March 2007.

Institute for Qualitative Research Methods, Phoenix, Arizona, January 2-14, 2005.

Winter Institute for Foreign Policy Analysis, College Station, Texas, January 11-15, 2006.

Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation, Public Policy and Biological Threats Training Program, La Jolla, California, July 23-August 5, 2006.
Selected Papers and Presentations

“At a Crossroads: Foreign Policy and Torture.” Presented at the 2010 Annual Meeting of International Studies Association, New Orleans, February 2010 (with Miroslav Nincic).

“The Influence of State Reputation on International Treaty Compliance.” Presented at the 2010 Annual Meeting of International Studies Association, New Orleans, February 2010 (with Dana Zartner). 

“Military Intervention and Sovereignty.” Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association-West, San Francisco, September 2009. 
“Sources of Patriotism: Experimental Evidence.” Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Toronto, September 2009. 

“Minor Powers and Non-State Actor Violence.” Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, New York, February 2009 (with Belgin San Akca)

“The Ideological Structure of Foreign Policy Preferences.” Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, New York, February 2009 (with Miroslav Nincic)

“Minor Powers and Non-State Actor Violence: Breaching Sovereignty or Fulfilling Responsibility?” Presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association-West, San Francisco, September 2008. (with Belgin San Akca)

“The Sources of Patriotism: An Empirical Analysis.” Presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, August 2008. (with Miroslav Nincic)

“Deal, or no Deal: Crises and Attitudes toward Multinational and Domestic Security Policies in Mexico and the United States.” Presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the International Society of Political Psychology, Portland, OR, July 2007. (with Travis Coan, Jennifer Merolla, and Elizabeth Zechmeister)

“The Evolution of Sovereignty: A Theory.”  Presented at the Center for History, Society, and Culture’s Dissertation Workshop, Sonoma, May 2007. 

“Sovereignty, Military Intervention and Terrorism.” Presented at the Journeys in World Politics Workshop, University of Iowa, March 2007.
“How Actions Affect Ideas: Sovereignty and the Global War on Terrorism.” Presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Political Science Association, Chicago. 

“Ideology and US Foreign Policy.” Presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia. (with Miroslav Nincic)

“Authoritarian Responses to Conditions of Crisis.” Paper to be presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the International Society of Political Psychology, Barcelona, July 2006.  (with Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister)

“Economic and Political Determinants of State Human Rights Compliance.” Presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, HI. (with Dana Zartner)

“The Elusive “C”: Causes and Consequences of Charismatic Political Leadership.” Presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Political Science Association, Chicago. (with Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister)

“State Compliance With Human Rights: Measuring State Observance of the 

Prohibitions Against Torture.” Presented at the 2004 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago. (with Dana Zartner)
Professional Service

Reviewer for Journal of Politics, European Journal of International Relations, International Political Science Review, Foreign Policy Analysis, Political Behavior, Journal of International Organization


Member at Large, ISA-West, 2009- present.
Discussant. “Contemporary Challenges to the International System.” 2010 Annual Meeting of International Studies Association-West, Los Angeles.

Team Leader. “IR Simulations in the Classroom.” 2009 Annual Meeting of International Studies Association-West, San Francisco.

Chair/Discussant. “The Theory and Practice of Security in the 20th Century.” 2008 Annual Meeting of International Studies Association-West. 2008.
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