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SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT REQUIREMENT FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES MAJORS
According to Loyola Marymount University’s Undergraduate Bulletin, students who declare a major in European Studies are required to present a Senior Capstone Project during the second semester of their senior year. The Senior Capstone Project consists of a portfolio that includes a collection of multiple work samples, usually compiled over time, and a reflective essay, which demonstrates that the student has met the goals of the European Studies program to:

· Possess intermediate proficiency in one European language (equivalent to level 2/3 on the scale of five levels developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language)

· Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, intellectual, political and religious contexts of Europe, past and present

· Demonstrate knowledge of the art and literary works of Europeans, past and present.

Below please find the guidelines and deadlines towards compiling such a portfolio. 

Guidelines
1. Table of Contents

2. Reflective essay: 10-12 page maximum written in English and double spaced with a 12 point font and one inch margins which should include the following:

a) Reasons why the major in European Studies was chosen

b) Demonstration of cultural competency (what you have learned)

c) Assessment of content of courses required for the major

d) Suggestions to improve the European Studies program regarding content of courses offered

e) A reflection on the material included in the portfolio (why you included the material you did)

3. Supportive Material: Include the following (may contain one sample transferred from study abroad):

a) 2 or 3 essays (or other substantial works) examining the historical, intellectual, political and religious contexts of Europe, past and present

b) 2 or 3 essays (or other substantial works) examining the art and literary works of Europeans, past and present

c) 2 or 3 of any of the following from one of several classes in the targeted European language:

--in-class midterm or final exam

--final essay (or other substantial work)

--video or any type of recorded material which shows the student’s oral proficiency in the targeted European language

--any other paper or publication delivered or written in a European language

4. Extracurricular activities: List the following and write a brief description of your involvement for each of the items mentioned where appropriate (2 pages maximum):

a) Study abroad experience in any European country

b) Program related activities

c) Work experience or internships connected with the European Studies major

Deadlines

The portfolio is to be handed in on Monday, one week before the final exam week.

The portfolio will be read and evaluated by the program director and another European Studies professor.

The student will make an oral presentation of the portfolio during final exam week. The student and professors will schedule a time convenient for all.

The committee will write a report describing the strengths and weaknesses of the portfolio. 
